Thrombophilia is not associated with an increase in placental abnormalities in women with intra-uterine fetal death.
The aim of this study was to investigate whether women with thrombophilia and intrauterine fetal death have a higher incidence of placental lesions as compared with those without thrombophilia. In a case-control study comprising 50 women with an obstetrical history of intrauterine fetal death, placental histology comparison was made between those with thrombophilia and those without thrombophilia. Of the women who had an intrauterine fetal death, eight (16%) had a thrombophilia factor. There were no differences in birth weight, gestational age and parity or in placental volume and weight between the eight women with and the 42 women without thrombophilia. There was no statistically significant difference between placentas of the women with and those without thrombophilia. In a group of women who had an obstetrical history of intrauterine fetal death, those with thrombophilia do not have a difference in placental histological lesions compared with the women without a thrombophilia factor. Future thrombophilia research should be focused on placental bed specimens.